M A H A T M A

On April 15,, Gandhi accompanied by two local interpreters,
B. Dharanidhar and B. Ramnavmi Prasad, started by the midday
train for Motihari. As he was expecting arrest any moment he had
kept his things., except a fewr necessary articles, separately in a trunk.
A large number of people saw him off. On the way., at every station
hundreds of tenants had assembled to greet him. Gandhi reached
Motihari at three and went straight to Gorakh Prasad' s house, which
was besieged by a large crowd to have his darshan.
On April 16 at nine in the morning, Gandhi and his interpreters
started for Jasaulipatti on an elephant, a common means of
communication in Bihar. Gandhi was not used to riding an elephant
and the strong west wind was blowing dust and sand. The sun was
hot and the journey was extremely uncomfortable. One of the sub-
jects Gandhi was discussing on the way was the purdah system in
Bihar. He said : "It is not my desire that our women should adopt the
western mode of living ; but we must realize what harm this perni-
cious system does to their health and in how many ways they are
deprived of the privilege of helping their husbands."
By noon they had covered nine miles and reached Chandrahia.
It was one of the villages that fed the Motihari Factory. While
Gandhi was having a talk with a passer-by, who explained the
conditions in the village, a police sub-inspector on bicycle appeared
on the scene. He told Gandhi that the collector had sent his compli-
ments. Gandhi asked the police officer to arrange for a conveyance
and told his companions to proceed to the original destination and to
do the work there. "I -was expecting that something of this sort would
happen," said he. The sub-inspector brought a bullock cart and
Gandhi started in it for Motihari, while his two companions at once
proceeded to Jasaulipatti.
On the way the sub-inspector asked Gandhi to leave the cart and
take to an ekka. When they had gone a short distance, the deputy
superintendent of police was seen coming in a tandem and Gandhi
was taken from the ekka to the tandem. When they had gone a little
further he showed a notice dated April 16 to Gandhi, who quietly
read it. The order asked Gandhi "to abstain from remaining in the
district of Champaran, which you are required to leave by the next
available train." To the notice was annexed a copy of a letter from
the commissioner addressed to the district magistrate ^>f Champaran :
"It was doubtful whether the intervention of a stranger in the middle